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‘We slaughter one another in our words and attitudes. We slaughter one

another in the stereotypes and mistrust that linger in our heads, and the

words of hate we spew from our lips. We slaughter one another in the

responses that some of us give to efforts aimed at bettering the lives of

the poor. We slaughter one another and our country by the manner in

which we exaggerate its weaknesses to the wider world, heroes of the

gab who astound their foreign associates by their self-flagellation. This

must come to an end. For, indeed, those who thrive on hatred, destroy

their own capacity to make a positive contribution.’
 

President Nelson Mandela: Opening of Parliament 1999


