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Trophy/safari/sport/conservation hunting is under 
fire











Best case scenarios – partial or “smart” bans 
(imports with restrictions)  
• CECIL: imports only allowed if the country 

where the animal was killed “demonstrates… 
that any benefits of trophy hunting, including 
revenue from such taking, materially, directly 
and substantially benefits the conservation of 
that species.”

• HoL “Conservation Amendment”  - imports 
only allowed if come from an area/operation 
where there is

1) A nationally established framework for 
managing the harvesting of animal 
trophies

2) evidence of compliance with regulations 

3) adaptive management in place

4) Evidence of conservation and community 
benefits 



Getting ahead of the game – being proactive rather 
than reactive

Monitoring of wildlife use required for all sorts of 
reasons – for conservation monitoring, revenue 
monitoring, natural capital accounts etc etc

Required by governments, by landowners/managers, by 
import countries, etc

Some kind of standard, or common set of issues against 
which we collect data and monitor performance

Could be just as applicable to tourism or to hunting (or 
any other use)

BUT: Monitoring of hunting specifically required to meet 
NDF and import criteria



Global hunting guidelines

IUCN 2012

• Biological sustainability

• Net conservation 
benefit

• Socio-economic cultural 
benefit

• Adaptive management

• Accountable and 
effective governance



Africa level guidelines

African Hunting Charter (in 
development)

• Conserve wildlife and habitat

• Incentivise wildlife based land use

• Support communities

• Maintain hunting as an African 
heritage

• Good governance and best practice



Country level guidelines

Namibia Conservation 
Hunting 

• Legal framework with 
clear checks and balances

• Adaptive management

• Biological sustainability

• Conservation benefit

• Community/human 
development benefit

• HWC mitigation 



Wildlife uses/enterprises beyond hunting  
Sustainability Framework – all wildlife uses



Land unit rather than enterprise/activity based



Protected/conserved area based



Common principles across all standards/guidance 
that could be used for monitoring and reporting
Principle Evidence/Data

Good governance Governance arrangements (clarity of roles and responsibilities)
Revenue distribution mechanism (transparency and fairness)
Compliance with laws regulations (local to international)

Effective and 
adaptive 
management

Management plan for site and activity
Quota setting and monitoring (process, scientific underpinning, compliance)
Visitor management

Conservation 
benefit

Trends in wildlife population (hunted and non hunted species)
Trends in land area and condition 
Trends in ecosystem service (water, carbon, etc)  provision
Threat trends
Contribution to conservation authority budgets

Socio-economic 
benefit

Community perceptions (good/bad)
Income generated and distribution of that income
Local enterprises created/supported
Jobs created/maintained and for who (women, men, youth etc)
Rights strengthened/maintained (and for who)
Cultural values strengthened/maintained (and for who)



• ECOLOGICAL
• population trends

• Ecosystem 
condition

• Habitat extent

• etc

• SOCIOECONOM
IC

• Jobs

• Income

• GDP contributions 

• etc

• GOOD 
GOVERNANCE

• Regulatory 
compliance

• Corruption

• etc

ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT



• What are the different issues/factors that require monitoring? 

• Answer depends on who is demanding the info (eg national 

governments, importing government, NGOs, communities, private 

sector)

• And for what purpose (national policy and planning, site/area 

management, NDF processes, trophy export/import enhancement 

findings etc)?

• How would these be monitored – what is already monitored and what 

is not, who would collect the missing data and how, what kinds of 

data/evidence would be deemed to be acceptable etc?

• Who should do the monitoring/verification? (answer likely depends on 

who is demanding it and who is seen as credible/unbiased)

Points to consider



THANK 
YOU

dilys.roe@iied.org
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